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NYC Public Plaza, Placemanking evaluation // Presentation of the study

S

Chelsea Plaza

DESCRIPTIONDF THE STUDY

Over the last four months, PPS has b een conducting field research of the
plazas that are part of the DOT Plaza Program in New York C ity (NYC). The NYC
Department of Transportation ( DOT) Plaza Program incorporates many PPS
principles into its lighter, quicker, cheaper approach to rapidly creating quality
public plazas in areas carved out of streets formerly dedicated to vehicular
traffic or parking. The Plaza Program, having started in 2008, has now been in
pl ace for almost four years, and four r d

created , giving a total of 12 Plazas

The goal of the current study was to determine how five of these plazas
function and to understand the challenges that need be addressed if the
program were to be replicated in other cities. Researchers have recorded who
uses the plazas, when people use them  and for which activities. Interviews have

been conducted o  f users and adjacent retailers to measure their perceptions.
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CONTEXT RECLAIMING STREBT

For decades streets have been built to accommodate the use of cars.
Apart from parks in NYC there are few places to sit, rest, socialize and to enjoy

public life and yets treets represent 25 % of t he New York Cityods | and at

However, in recent years many streets in New York City have chang ed in
order to attemptto meet the needs of a variety of users instead of just the needs
of car s and other vehicle users. Advocacy movem ents, official City documents
and City programs , focused on improving streets for all users , aim to provide a

better quality of life for New Yorkers by improving and livening up their streets.

I

NYC STREETS
RENAISSANCE

NYC Street Renaissance Ca mpaign

Example of documents

World Class Streets
NYCDOT, 2008

B _§ World Class
¥= == Streets:
Remaking New York
City’s Public Realm

Launched in 2006 L M &

Sustainable Streets
Strategic Plan
NYCDOT, 2009

NYC Plaza Program
Application Guidelines

NYCDOT Plaza Program
Launched in 2008
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List of 12 completed plazas of
the DOT Plaza Program M ETHODOLOGY
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Manhattan:

Gansevoort Plaza , meatpaking district , 2008
Location: Ninth Avenue at Gansevoort Street

Managed By: Meatpacking District Improvement

Chelsea Plaza , Chelsea , 2009
Locati on: Ninth Avenue at 14th Street

Managed By: Chelsea improv ement compagny

Flatiron Plaza, Flatiron district
Location: Broadway at 22nd Street, 2008
Managed By: Flatiron 23rd Partnership

Union Square North , Flatiron district , 2010
Location: Broadway between 17th and 18th Street
Managed By: Union Square Partnership

34th Street Plaza , Midtown, 2009
Location: Broadway at 34rd Street

Managed By: 34th Street Partnership

Bogardus Plaza , Tribeca , 2010
Location: Hudson Street at Chambers Street

Managed By: Friends of Bogardus Garden

Water -Whitehall Plaza , Financial District , 2010
Location: Water Street at Whitehall Street

Managed By: Alliance for Downtown New York
Louise Nevelson Plaza , Financial District , 2009

Location: William Street at Liberty Street

Manage d by: Federal Reserve Bank of New York

Brooklyn:
Pearl Street Plaza, DUMBO, 2007

Location: Pearl Street at Water Street

Managed By: Dumbo Improvement District

Putnam Triangle , 2001
Location: Fulton Street at Putham Avenue

Managed By: Fulton Area Business Alliance

New Lots Triangle , 2011

Location: New lots Avenue at Livon  ia Avenue

Bronx:

Roberto Clemente Plaza , 2009
Location: Willis Av . between148th and 149th Street

The city of New York now has 16
functioning public plazas and 26 more
are in the phase of planning, design, or
construction . 12 plazas of these are part
of the DOT Plaza Program and they are

listed here.

APPROACH OVERVIEW

This study sets out to document
five plazas from the NYCDOT Plaza
Program and to begin to evaluate the

plazas individually and as a program,

using PPS6s Pl ace Audi

t
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PLAZA SELECTION

In order to conduct the study in a timeframe of 4

months the placemaking evaluation was focused on a

limited number of plazas. A list of criteria was created to N
Shape 1

pick out five plazas among the dozen plazas listed above.

Criteria used to select these plazas:

- Size:a small plaza or one section of a complex

plaza.

- Length of time open: plazas opened at least a

year in order to have hindsight.

- Location: plazas in different kinds of context

(residential, commercial, tourist areas ).

- Shape: plazas of different shape in order to show

the diversity that exists.

Different plaza shapes identified:

- Shape 1: Triangle enlarged and connected to sidewalk

through closure of one street and surrounded by two roads.

- Shape 2: Enlarged sidewalk to get a large  r public space.
- Shape 3: Enlarged sidewalk on one road lane.
- Shape 4: Island surrounded by roads.

- Shape 5: Full mad closure .

Shape 5
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These criteria allowed us to select the following five plazas :

Chelsea Plaza

Chelsea 9th Avenue and 14 t Street.

Union Square North

Plaza

Union Square
Broad way between 17th and 18th Street.

Bogardus Plaza

Tribeca
Hudson Street and Chambers Street .

Whitehall Plaza

Financial District

Water Street and Whitehall St reet .

Pearl Plaza
DUMBO

FARN

Pearl Street at Water Street .









































































